
INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION UNDER   

THE HAGUE ADOPTION CONVENTION:  STEPS IN THE U.S. PROCESS  

The Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption 

(the Convention) entered into force for the United States on April 1, 2008.  The Convention governs 

adoptions between the United States and the over 100 countries party to the Convention.  The adoption 

process under the Convention includes requirements and steps that prospective adoptive parents (PAPs) 

must follow if planning to adopt a child from a Convention country:  

Adoption service providers:  Every adoption service provider (ASP) providing services in connection with 

an intercountry adoption in the United States must be accredited or approved.  U.S. ASPs are subject to 

federal oversight by the Department of State and the designated accrediting entity. Only accredited or 

approved providers (or public domestic authorities) may perform certain key adoption services in connection 

with Convention adoption cases, so PAPs will need to work with one. Please see the Adoption Service 

Provider page on our website for information on how to identify an accredited or approved adoption service 

provider.  

USCIS procedures and forms:  PAPs must complete U.S. Immigration and Citizenship Services  

(USCIS) Forms I-800A (Application for Determination of Suitability to Adopt a Child from a Convention 

Country) and I-800 (Petition to Classify Convention Adoptee as an Immediate Relative).  Form I-800A must 

be filed with and approved by USCIS prior to filing Form I-800.  PAPs must identify the country from which 

they plan to adopt in their initial application.    

U.S. visa eligibility:  A consular officer must determine whether a child appears to meet the criteria for visa 

eligibility before the adoption is finalized or custody is granted in the child’s country of origin (COO). After 

the adoption or grant of custody, Department of State consular officers in Convention countries issue a 

Hague Adoption Certificate or Hague Custody Certificate, grant final approval of the I-800 petition, and issue 

the child an immigrant visa in the IH-3 or IH-4 category (or B-2 non-immigrant visa in certain cases).  

U.S. citizenship:  Acquiring and documenting U.S. citizenship for an adopted child is a critical final step in 

the adoption journey.  Information on citizenship for an internationally adopted child can be found in the 

Adoption Process — How to Adopt section at adoption.state.gov.     

Note:  This document is not a substitute for the Hague Intercountry Adoption Convention, the Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000 (IAA) 

or its implementing regulations, nor is it a comprehensive summary of the regulations.  In the case of any inconsistencies between 

this document and the Convention, the IAA, or the regulations, the language of the Convention, the IAA, or the regulations governs.  
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Adoption Service Provider (ASP)       Country of Origin  (COO)  

Prospective Adoptive Parent  (PAP)   U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services (DHS-USCIS)  



 


